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ACADEMY SPORTS+OUTDOORS

REACHES MILLION-POUND MARK
Tarkett Recognizes Academy SPORTS+OUTDOORS 
For Recycling Program Participation 
CHAGRIN FALLS, Ohio (February 1, 2012) – Tarkett, manufacturer of the world’s most integrated high-performance flooring system, and the commercial arm of the company, Johnsonite, supports eco- innovation. The company’s ReStart™ Recycling and Reclamation Program allows commercial pre-consumer flooring job scrap (rubber, vinyl and linoleum tile and sheet, wall base, floor finishing accessories and tread-cuttings) and post-consumer / installed Vinyl Composition Tile (VCT) to be collected and returned to Tarkett to be repurposed or recycled for other products or uses.
In recognition of end-users who fully utilize the ReStart program, Tarkett established the ReStart Award.

The winner of the 2011 ReStart Award was Academy SPORTS+OUTDOORS in recognition for recycling over ONE MILLION pounds of installed flooring over the last 3 years.  The award was presented to Chuck Pogue, Executive Director of Construction and Maintenance for Academy SPORTS+OUTDOORS, during a ceremony at the Surfaces Show in Las Vegas on January 26, 2012.
Academy SPORTS + OUTDOORS is a premier sports, outdoor and lifestyle retailer with a broad assortment of quality hunting, fishing and camping equipment and gear along with sports and leisure products, footwear, apparel and much more. The Texas-based company operates over 135 stores throughout Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee and Texas.
In 2009, Academy began diverting from landfill all their installed flooring from their store remodel projects using the Tarkett Restart Program. Since embracing the program, Academy SPORTS+OUTDOORS has recycled installed and virgin VCT waste material totaling 1,028,990 pounds from more than 23 stores across Texas, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Mississippi and Louisiana.

Academy SPORTS + OUTDOORS  is pleased to participate in the ReStart Program.  Chuck Pogue acknowledges that Academy wants to do what is right for the environment and reduce the amount of product going to landfills.  “Working with Tarkett and Texan Floors has helped us to accomplish reductions in both cost and material going to landfills – a win-win situation.  In all, the recycling has been a smooth, seamless process.”
Jeff Hill, President of Texan Floors, the company doing the remodeling work, states, “Tarkett came to us with the ReStart Program.  It was good business sense for us, and good for the environment.  Zero-landfill is an important concept to us and we emphasize to all our staff how important this is.”

Since its inception, the ReStart program has recycled over 80 million pounds of material both internally and externally including 55 million pounds of post-consumer material and diverted it from landfills. In addition to job scrap, raw-material excess, scrap and off-spec product is captured and reused in the manufacturing process or repurposed for other uses. 

“Our efforts to educate the community about the availability of, and importance of, Tarkett’s ReStart program have been incredibly well received,” said Diane Martel, Vice President, Environmental Planning and Strategy for Tarkett North America. “Now, with the increased support of retailers such as Academy, we will be able to exponentially grow the ReStart program and would like to recognize their efforts in any way that we can.” 
About Johnsonite, A Tarkett Company
For more than 100 years, Johnsonite has been a leading provider of innovative flooring solutions that integrate function, design, life safety and sustainability to enhance productivity in commercial spaces. Johnsonite is the North American commercial brand of the Tarkett Group, which manufactures and markets integrated flooring, flooring accessories and sports surface solutions to professionals and end users in 100 countries and from 29 production sites and, with 2009 revenues of €1.7 billion, is a leading global flooring supplier. Tarkett and its Johnsonite brand are committed to providing solutions that balance each component of the triple bottom line: people, the environment and economics. Johnsonite’s mission is geared toward enhancing the productivity and well being of the people who design, manufacture, distribute and live and work with their products daily. Johnsonite is headquartered in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, with operations located throughout North America. For more information on ReStart, visit www.johnsonite.com. 
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